BEIS YAAKOV JEWISH HIGH SCHOOL
ACADEMY

Our Beis Yaakov Ethos

BYJHS has a unique sense of family and belonging and Orthodox Jewish values
permeate every aspect of school life and are consistent across all families, pupils
and governors of the school. The school promotes a learning culture with known and
shared aims that are deeply embedded in all school policies and practice. A variety
of themed activities through the year develop pupils’ social and academic skills and
provide a forum for exploring Fundamental British Values in the context of their
Jewish Faith.

Pupils of BY JHS embrace the school’s religious ethos and live their lives accordingly.
Every aspect of school life is governed by the codes of Torah observance, which
includes adherence to a modest way of life and strong morals and ethical values.
Acts of collective worship take place twice a day for the morning and afternoon
services.

Our Mission Statement
Mission of the unigue individual — What is my obligation in the world?¢

We see each student, with her G-d-given individual identity, as having a unique
contribution to make in the world and we teach our students to reflect on their
individual mission and purpose. The goal of our curriculum is to ensure that each
student is able to develop the skills, knowledge and character to be fully prepared
for every aspect of her unique role and purpose in the world. The underlying aim is
for each student to ‘be the best | can be’. We celebrate the pursuit of academic
excellence, applaud ambition and value the achievements of all. Our pupils are
expected to achieve their best and use their learning to make a difference in the
world they live in.

We teach our students to think of their mission in terms of continuously building the
‘three key relationships’:

between me and myself; between me and others; and between me and my
Creator. Everything our students learn in school contributes to at least one of these
three relationships. These relationships can be further broken down in to six core
values; SPARRK - Strength-Resilience, Purpose, Ambition, Respect, Responsibility and
Kindness. This spark represents our ability fo ignite our souls as individuals and bring a
light o the world in all the things that we do.
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Me and Myself

Me and My Creator

Me and Others

STRENGTH-RESILIENCE

- Students recognise that constantly
working to develop strength of
character and resilience is key to
long tferm happiness and fulfilment.
— By enabling students to cope with
challenges and obstacles they will
experience on their learning
journey, students feel supported
with goal-setting and growth
mindset.

— High attendance supports
students to make progress in their
learning and have a positive
impact on educational outcomes.

- As lifelong learners, students
recognise the tfransformative power
that knowledge has on the learner.
- Students recognise that high level
literacy skills and mathematical
fluency are the foundations for
success in adult life.

- Students understand the benefits
of being well prepared for the
world of work and appreciate the
value of developing a broad range
of transferable skills.

- A moral framework grounded
in responsibility fo the Creator
dovetails with civic responsibility
to produce citizens who hold
themselves to the highest moral

standards in all of their activities,

behaviours and interactions.

— Instils students with
independence in their learning
and choices, making sure they
consider the consequences of
their actions.

PURPOSE

- As spiritually attuned learners,
students see a divine spark in
their knowledge of the created
world and a purpose fo their
actions.

- By embodying Jewish values
and ethos, students become an
example to others.

- Through prayer, Torah study
and high standards in Kodesh
and Chol, students develop a
deep relationship of frust and
dialogue with the Creator.

- Encourages positive interactions
between students and their peers,
teachers and other adults.

- Students recognise that to build
relationships with others, they must
work on understanding others and
appreciating difference in
society.

— Realising that self-respect and
self-esteem are necessary for
students to gain self-worth and
confidence.

KINDNESS

- As true givers, students
understand how they can use
their skills and knowledge to help
others.

- Students understand that their
growing contributions to school
life and to family life are
preparation for the greater
confribution that they will make to
society in the future.

- Students understand the notion
of reciprocity and how it
underpins ethical interaction in
contemporary liberal democracy.

Understanding the ‘why’

We want our students to understand the ‘why’ behind the curriculum, to understand
that everything they learn in school will contribute to their fulling their unique purpose
in the world and ‘be the best | can be’. We believe that a deep understanding of
the general and personal goals in learning will engender a sense of mission and help
our students become highly motivated and fully engaged learner

Our curriculum is intended for the education and formation of young people who
will go out and make a difference to G-d's world. Through both the examined and
non-examined curriculum, we focus on the holistic development of our pupils,
encouraging them to live out the core values of strength-resilience, purpose,
ambition, respect, responsibility and kindness.

The curriculum consists of three elements: lifelong learning and values that are
transmitted through all aspects of a child’s experience at BYJHS; the academic
curriculum (examined) through which they study Core and Foundation subjects
which will prepare them for the next steps in their education beyond BYJHS; and the
holistic curriculum (non-examined) which means they have access to a wide, rich
set of experiences that help develop their own interests and talents beyond the
examined curriculum.



Inner circle = Core values
Middie Circle = Academic curniculuzm
Outer crele = Holistic curriculum
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The curriculum and British Values

BYJHS teachers uphold public trust in the profession and maintain high standards of
ethics and behaviour. Teachers do this by not undermining fundamental British
values and ensuring that personal beliefs are not expressed in ways which exploit
pupils’ vulnerability or might lead them to break the law.

The British Values of:

- Democracy

- The rule of law

- Individual liberty

- Mutual respect

- Tolerance of those different faiths and beliefs

are taught discreetly in form time, assemblies and across the curriculum by all staff.
They also are developed in work done within our core values.
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