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A message from Rabbi Wilson א“שליט  

 פרשת שמות—יט טבת תשפ"ב

In the moment before the great moment at the סנה when ה‘  spoke to משה 

for the first time and made him the leader of משה ,כלל ישראל was chasing 

a lost sheep across the hills.   

And with this reference to משה’s little woolly charge, the תורה tells us 

everything we need to know about how to become a גדול בישראל.  

Now, you probably remember the מדרש that teaches that if you can be 

kind to little lamb, you can be the leader of כלל ישראל.   

Yes, being kind is indeed a good start, but, to be a leader more is required 

and the מפרשים actually give three reasons for the reference to משה 

chasing sheep (see י“רש  and כלי יקר). One is that this demonstrates his 

kindness and compassion. Another is that it shows משה’s honesty and 

integrity in assuring that his sheep did not eat from other people’s fields. 

The third is that, like the אבות and the משה ,נביאים valued the time to be 

alone with ה‘ , to be able to daven and connect to Him without distraction.   

When it comes to greatness there is no quick fix and we need to work seri-

ously on all three areas: Kindness, honesty and talking to ה‘ .   

What a joy it has been to watch our girls continue to grow and excel in 

each of these areas. I am convinced that BYJHS has the kindest and most 

connected girls in the whole of this land!  When you read about the fan-

tastic events that have taken place this term, you can be proud of how 

your daughters have grown by embracing everything school has to offer.  

Thank you again to our dedicated teachers, Heads of Year, Mechanchos, 

SEN staff and admin staff, who have all worked harder than ever this term. 

With best wishes for a relaxing break and looking forward to seeing every-

one back safe and well י“בעזה . 

 ברכה והצלחה

Rabbi Wilson 



 Programmes חנוכה

Our girls enjoyed a range of activities לכבוד חנוכה. The highlight was the 

Carnival, notwithstanding the last minute cancellation of our planned 

dodgems ride, as the lorry could not fit through the school gates! Instead 

the girls had the opportunity to bounce and jump on the inflatables, enjoy 

refreshments, and partake in various other stalls. A follow up activity rein-

forced the theme of the year which is ‘Programmes on Wheels’ - empha-

sising the idea of the מעגל השנה and how each time of year is a זמן מסוגל 

for a different aspect of אידישקייט. The girls had a great time as they all 

had an opportunity to scoot, rollerblade or ‘hover’ around the hall to joy-

ous music. Thanks to Mrs Richman, Mrs Levy and the programme team for 

all their hard work. 

On the last day of חנוכה there was the drawing of the Grand Raffle—girls 

collected raffle tickets awarded by teachers for good behaviour. Amidst 

excited cheers, Mrs Levy picked out girls from each year who won £10 

vouchers for local shops, iced coffees and the chance to have a bounce 

around in kangoo shoes. 

 עשרה בטבת

The תענית got off to a meaningful start as Mrs Richman showed a 

PowerPoint explaining the historical aspect of עשרה בטבת and how it 

shows us that everything happens under השגחת ה‘ . Each girl received a 

paper on which they could write a small anecdote of when they have 

seen the יד ה‘  in their life. These were stuck onto a large paper which was 

then turned round to reveal a picture of the rebuilt בית המקדש. This is now 

on display and girls have continued to hang up their השגחה פרטית stories 

around it. 

Before מנחה, Rabbi Angel inspired the girls with words ofחיזוק about the 

 .תענית

Staff חנוכה Evening 

The staff enjoyed a relaxing evening on חנוכה, with delicious food cooked 

by Mrs Stern, encouraging words about חינוך from Rabbi Eisenberg, a 

game and a raffle with amazing prizes. Many thanks to Mrs Levy for organ-

ising and to the Mother’s Committee for setting up and for providing 

beautiful biscuits. 



 teams חסד and צדקה

Once again our vibrant צדקה team has been busy raising much needed 

funds for various local and international צדקות. 

They sold doughnuts on ראש חודש כסלו made by our wonderful cook Mrs 

Stern, and raised £300 for the Yad Yisroel organisations in Pinsk. 

On חנוכה they sold Melting Marvels Doughnuts, and on עשרה בטבת they 

worked hard to bake delicious cookies to be sold the next day. This raised 

£450 for the Prestwich שבת room. 

A lovely wall display in the corridor shows the amazing work they have 

done so far this year and we look forward to more. 

The חסד team has been hard at work too. They organised a food drive for 

GIFT - Mrs Woolfstein and Mrs Noe from GIFT came into speak to Year 9 who 

have volunteered to do sorting of food for this wonderful organisation. 

Rikki Halpern worked hard on a חנוכה puzzle book for Camp Simcha. 

Bracha Kanter and Sara DeJong organised a CD of singing and music to 

be distributed to the residents at Beenstock Home - thanks to Leah Rose, 

Racheli Rosenberg, Shiffy Cope and Debbie Olsberg for their contributions. 

Chani Fleisher, Nomi Hena Yodaiken and their trusty crew have been sing-

ing in Beenstock several times, each time bringing שמחה to the residents.  

Hadassah Brandeis and Bracha Kanter have run a clothing fund for TIKVA 

orphans in Odessa, and we are quickly filling up boxes of good quality 

clothing to be sent to those in need.   

Chaya Frankel organised groups of girls to clear up several חופות - thank 

you to all the amazing girls who go each time! 

Plans are underway for girls from Year 10 to go to visit Aim Habonim twice a 

week in lunch breaks ה“אי  next term. 

Many thanks to Mrs Sasson for overseeing the צדקה and חסד teams. 

School Exams 

We were proud to see how hard the girls worked throughout two separate 

exam periods. During the chol and קודש exams, the girls could be seen 

revising in their breaktimes, and sitting in exam conditions working through 

papers to the best of their abilities. 

Teachers have been working day and night to mark the exams so that the 

completed mid-year reports can be sent to you after the holidays ה“אי . 



Years 7 & 8 מלוה מלכה 

Year 7’s מלוה מלכה, organised by Miss Fulda, Miss Tepper, Miss Bloch and 

Mrs Niasoff had the theme of אם אין אני לי מי לי. The tables were decorated 

with emojis, demonstrating the idea that each individual is unique and 

special. Avigail Librae gave a דבר תורה about יוסף and his brothers and 

the girls each decorated their own personalised ceramic mug. 

Year 8’s theme was שלום, based on the מדרש on ברכת כהנים in  פרשת נשא

 Mrs Sasson explained how .גדול שלום שאין כלי מקבל ברכה אלא שלום   —

when we make תורה and ה‘  our priority, there will always be שלום, and how 

each of us is able to take small steps to bring שלום on a wider scale. The 

tables were decorated with helium balloons looking like globes. The girls 

had to brainstorm areas in their lives that they can develop or practise the 

 is so שלום which gave them a chance to think about why ,שלום of מדה

important. They then had to work in teams to find clues for a treasure hunt. 

There was also a dance, choir and short video presentation. Each girl re-

ceived a heart-shaped box of sweets as a souvenir. Many thanks to Mrs 

Sasson, Mrs Dansky, Miss Bolel and Miss Posen for organising such a wonder-

ful evening. 

End of term reward outing 

We were delighted that so many girls were able to earn a place on our re-

ward outing. The girls were in high spirited as they bussed their way to a 

fabulous ice-skating rink. They patiently waited as each year group had a 

turn to slip, slide and glide around the ice, to a fabulous soundtrack provid-

ed by Miss Elkouby. They also ate their lunch and spent time in a lovely re-

laxed atmosphere. Thanks to Mrs Levy for organising the trip and to the 

teachers who accompanied the girls.  

Show Launch  

The girls were thrilled to hear about the School Show which will take place 

ה“אי  on ראש חודש אדר ב‘ . The theme this year is the 15 שיר המעלות, which, 

under the guidance of Mrs Stefansky, will be depicted through music, song 

and dance. Our show heads; Adina Emanuel, Yocheved Saberski, Rivka 

Chissick, Shevi Katz, Miriam Arnold and Shalvi Lampert will be leading the 

other year 11 girls in heading the performances. We look forward to starting  

auditions and rehearsals next term. 



Mishmeres Programme 

Wednesday saw a visitor in school—a small bird hopping happily in a cage 

in the corridor. Girls were intrigued but soon learned that they could win the 

canary to keep! During the Mishmeres programme, which included a fun 

game involving the teachers, feathers being scattered and much singing, it 

was explained to the girls that if they learn הלכות of שמירת הלשון and keep 

a מחסום לפי over the winter holidays, they will be entered into a raffle to win 

the bird. The message is ‘Say NO to mindless parroting’ - words are like 

feathers which, once dispersed, cannot be collected back in.  

Study Skills and Careers Information Sessions 

An organisation we have worked with in the past called GM Higher sent 

two representatives to speak to our girls about study skills. They discussed 

how to maximise revision in class and at home, giving them tips and tricks in 

preparation for GCSEs and any further studies. The course presenters said 

our girls (Year 10 & 11) were one of the most engaged groups that they 

have ever worked with. 

Mrs Zolty from TTI came to speak to the girls in Year 11 about converting 

credits from studies they have done (including Kodesh exams) and sitting 

further exams to build up towards a degree, in either academic or voca-

tional subjects. There are many different routes to qualifications which can 

even be transferred to be used in different countries. 

Thanks to our careers advisor, Mrs Klein, for arranging. 

 Questions חנוכה

Mrs Lopian once again hung up her thought provoking questions over 

 for girls to discuss at home. The 5 questions generated much חנוכה

discussions in homes around Manchester, and over 180 answers were 

handed in. Some examples of the questions included the classic “Why are 

there 8 nights of חנוכה if the oil lasted 7 extra days?”, “How many 

connections can you find between פרשת מקץ and חנוכה?” and “Why do 

we not mention the נס of the פך שמן in על הניסים?” The girls researched 

and discussed, and the answers they brought back showed clarity of 

thought and depth of understanding. All answers will be put into a raffle 

and prizes will be awarded next term.  



End of term certificates 

We are proud to announce the worthy recipients of our end of term certifi-

cates: 

Year 7 

 Shira Debson, Leah Daniel, Elisheva Janit—מידות טובות

Effort and achievement—Malky Spielman, Michal Lasry, Aidel Parshan 

Setting a positive tone and being a role model—Adina Dolties, Rosie 

Levene, Zahava Stern 

Year 8 

 Rachelli Joseph, Shira Schleider, Channah Bar Ilan—מידות טובות

Effort and achievement—Malky Rabinowitz, Sara Kada, Shiffy Cope 

Setting a positive tone and being a role model—Michal Weg, Leah Broza, 

Sari Brandeis 

Year 9 

 Miri Tepper, Chaya Rochel Katz, Sara Manson—מידות טובות

Effort and achievement—Lily Braceiner, Shira Wolfson, Aliza Dolties 

Setting a positive tone and being a role model—Davina Neufeld, Rivky 

Zelevansky , Yael Pereira 

Year 10 

 Chana Brandeis, Zipora Lewis & Shaindel Bookatz—מידות טובות

Effort and achievement—Leah Markovic, Tamara Miller & Riki Tesler 

Setting a positive tone and being a role model—Rivka Abrams, Miriam 

Shields, Libby Leifman 

Year 11 

 Sara DeJong, Sara Klyne, Soro Liba Horn, Esti Green—מידות טובות

Effort and achievement—Adina Emanuel, Michal Uzvolk, Kayla Janit, Eli-

sheva Kahn 

Setting a positive tone and being a role model—Zeesy Greenberg, Sara 

Stern, Shani Haffner 

Friendship (voted by the girls): Sara Benamor, Bracha Turner, Chedvo Ep-

stein 





Dear Parents/Guardians עמו"ש 

As we come to the end of our first term as SLT we were thinking how much has 

gone on, with each day bringing something new.    

Our Beis Yaakov family have had some sad occasions but have also ב"ה had 

many שמחות, together with our trademark mix of stimulating lessons and extra-

curricular events.   The purpose of this letter, therefore, is mainly to express a huge 

amount of gratitude.  Firstly, we thank the רבש"ע who has given us all much-

needed כח to keep going, providing your daughters with wrap-around learning 

experiences during the school day, in the evenings and even at weekends. You 

can see in this newsletter a small taste of what’s been happening in school this 

term. 

In פרשת שמות, we learn about the מילדות העבריות who gained merit because not 

only did they not kill the Jewish babies, they took active measures to improve 

their conditions.  שפרה and פועה withstood the evil decree to commit murder, but 

this could be seen as basic human decency.  The well-known מדרש tells us that 

  .crooned to them, helping them stay calm פועה beautified the babies, and שפרה

Both of these activities show concern for these tiny newborns, not just as ‘mini-

humans’ but as individuals in their own right, worthy of customised attention.  The 

 tell us that these ל“חז  .בתים was to build מילדות tells us that the reward of the פסוק

refer to the dynasties of כהנים and ;מלכים  their descendants were those people 

who supported  כלל ישראל, helping others grow in their 'עבודת ה. 

Here in Beis Yaakov, we feel that our mission is like שפרה and פועה— to build the 

next generations of נשים צדקניות who will בע"ה, then go on to build and inspire  בתים 

of their own.  We are overwhelmed by our incredible staff – teachers, TAs, office 

staff, support staff and more – who work day and night, going above and be-

yond their job descriptions, to provide tailor-made lessons, activities, trips and 

events, that give every girl a chance to learn and grow. We are incredibly grate-

ful for their unceasing dedication and we know, from the many positive calls and 

emails, that you, as parents, are equally appreciative. 

This brings us to you, our parent body.  Thank you for the opportunity you have 

given us to be your partners and emissaries in your daughters’ חינוך. The parent-

school partnership is crucial, and we welcome all your input and support. 

Wishing you a restful, peaceful and healthy winter break 

 כל טוב 

Mrs Levy, Mrs Lopian, Mrs Patel & Mrs Treblow 


